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Does gender equality matter for development? 

 
 

Gender equality is important 
for two reasons: 

• It is an intrinsic human 
right, thus a core 
development objective 
in itself. 

• It is an instrument for 
development. 
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Gender equality has changed for the better 

In the last decades, 
women’s lives have 
improved greatly, often 
at a rapid pace -- but 
progress has been 
uneven. 
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Where does gender 
inequality persist? 

• In human and physical 
capital endowments; 

• In economic opportunities;  

• In the ability to make 
choices or achieve desired 
outcomes (agency). 
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Energy and Development 
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• Poverty reduction and shared prosperity cannot be achieved without economic 
growth.   

• Universal access to reliable modern energy is essential for economic growth and 
social development. 



Energy is a critical input for the achievement 
of all the MDGs, but especially:  

• eradicating extreme poverty and 
hunger,  

• achieving universal primary education, 

•  empowering women,  

• reducing child mortality, improving 
maternal health and reducing diseases, 
and  

• ensuring environmental sustainability 
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Access to modern energy and the MDGs 



Primary sources of energy 
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The energy ladder 
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Why gender matters in the energy sector 
• Access, use and impact of 

energy services 

• Household energy 

• Business/finance 

• Large infrastructure 

• Awareness 

• Energy planning 

• Participation 
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• Energy services are essential to support 
development.   

• Gender disparities in access to modern 
energy result in women experiencing more 
energy poverty than men. 
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Energy services, gender 
and development 



  

 Energy Poverty by Region 
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