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Highlights and Takeaways 
 

The Scaling Up Energy Efficiency Academy Program, under the World 
Bank Energy Access & Transition Knowledge Academy was recently 
delivered in Rabat, Morocco. The delivery brought together 28 participants 
from eight World Bank client countries across the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region, along with nine staff members from MENA country 
offices. Participants from West Bank and Gaza, Djibouti, Jordan, Tunisia, 
Yemen, Iraq, UAE, and Morocco were represented. 
 
Participants represented Ministries of Energy, Environment, Economy, and 
Infrastructure, as well as agencies and organizations focused on energy, 
electricity, and environmental policies – particularly national energy 
efficiency agencies. Through a hands-on, and practical three-day program, 
participants were able to gain a better understanding of policies, programs 
and financing models needed to scale up demand-side energy efficiency to 
meet their doubling the rate of energy efficiency commitments by 2030 and 
their net-zero goals by 2050. Participants discussed current challenges 
faced by MENA countries and collectively explored ways to scale up energy 
efficiency policies and programs. 
 
The academy was organized in collaboration with the Energy Sector 
Management Assistance Program (ESMAP), the MENA region, and the 
International Energy Agency (IEA). The delivery was held at the Université 
Mohammed VI Polytechnique (UM6P) in Rabat. The entire workshop 
benefitted from simultaneous translations into Arabic, French and English. 
     

Curriculum 

The objectives of the event were to enhance participants' knowledge and 
skills to formulate and implement energy efficiency policies and programs 
to help scale up energy efficiency in their countries. The 3-day in-person 
academy covered:  

(i) the basics of demand-side energy efficiency including 
potential, benefits, market failures, policy instruments and 
programs.  

(ii) overview of financing instruments, implementation 
mechanisms and business models by sector - industry, public, 
residential; and  

(iii) lessons from projects and case studies. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



The first half-day session was a high-level roundtable with heads of participating organizations 
which underscored the importance of energy efficiency in meeting their countries' development 
priorities, barriers and policies and implementation models to scale up impacts. The remaining 
two-and-a-half days consisted of face-to-face sessions, covering the foundations of energy 
efficiency, deep dives on the public and residential sectors, sustainable financing options and 
business models, and an overview of the tools and resources available to participants for further 
exploration. Efforts were made to keep the event very interactive, with discussion questions, group 
case studies, polls, and opportunities for participants to share programs from their countries, 
challenges and lessons. Additionally, the team provided useful resources and readings such as EEX 
Live Wire on Energy Efficiency, World Bank reports and strategy papers on the topic, relevant 
ESMAP reports, and IEA reports and tools. 

Highlights and Takeaways 

The Academy presented a strategic opportunity to share the Bank’s global knowledge, while also 
offering a venue for participants to share their experiences on what worked well and challenges, 
they faced. A guest speaker from Dubai shared their very successful energy efficiency program 
which served as inspiration to several participating delegations. The regional cross fertilization of 
knowledge was a critical pillar for the Academy’s success. 

The continued participation and audience engagement over the three-day span underscored the 
relevance and demand for the topics discussed with clients. 

Participants rated the Academy Program very highly (6 out of 7) and expressed their appreciation for 
the insights and knowledge shared by experts and the practical implementation experiences 
presented. Additionally, participants valued the opportunity to interact and exchange knowledge 
with their peers, gaining insights into other countries’ experiences in energy efficiency, their 
policies, and how to design and implement successful programs.  

As several participants communicated their interest for continued learning and focused 
discussions on key topics, the team is considering how best to accommodate future engagements. 
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The Academy would not have been possible without the logistical support of the Morocco Country 
Management Unit and MENA colleagues.  

More information 

Visit http://EEXAcademy/ for more information on the World Bank Energy Access & Transition 
Knowledge Academy or to see future offerings of the Energy Efficiency Program as they become 
available.  
 

 

  

   

http://eexacademy/


 

 



 

 

 


