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Uplifting the world’s 22.4 billion people living in cooking poverty is an urgent 
development issue, with huge impacts on public health, gender equality, 

and the global climate. 

Source: IEA et al. Tracking SDG7 2022 Report 

SDG7.1.2 Population without access to clean cooking fuels 
and technologies, by Region, 2000-2020



How to break the impasse to lagging progress?



Making the Case for Clean Cooking 

Five mutually reinforcing principles—led by a Heart-Head-and-Hands approach—
can guide the development of successful operational strategies and actions.



Key Operations Models

The World Bank’s active lending portfolio in the sector 
totals over US$590 million across 33 countries



Projects promoting market development for long-term sustainability 
require six building blocks with learning feedback loops.



Recommendations

Engage sector stakeholders in prioritizing clean cooking
Take a whole-system approach focused on customer service and user satisfaction
Develop a strategy that fits the country context
Encourage cross-sector collaboration to maximize benefits
Harness carbon markets to expand clean cooking while managing risks
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