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CAMEROON IN AFRICA

Country:  Republic of Cameroon
Location: in the heart of Africa – Golf of Guinea
Land:       475.000 sq km
Population: 16.4 millions in 2004
Official Languages:  French and English
Administration:  10 provinces
Currency:   CFA franc
Life expectancy: 54 years
Poverty rate:      40.2% in 2003
GDP:                  730 $ US in 2003
Unemployment rate: 14%
Infant mortality:  77/1000
HIV prevalence rate: 11%
Energy consumption: - Electricity: 14%

-Petroleum:  21%
-Traditional energies (biomass, wood): 65%
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CAMEROON: THE ROUTE TO THE 
NATIONAL ENERGY ACTION PLAN (1)

September September 2000: 2000: Millennium summit Millennium summit -- MDG MDG and and 
associated targetsassociated targets

AprilApril 20032003:  :  The MDGs The MDGs Target Target were were put put into the into the national national context context 
within the framework within the framework of of the the PRSP PRSP 

July 2003July 2003:  Joint ESMAP:  Joint ESMAP--UNDPUNDP--GVEP international GVEP international worshop worshop in in 
Douala on Douala on «« Modern Modern energies and poverty reductionenergies and poverty reduction »» There it There it 
was observed that cameroon was observed that cameroon PRSP PRSP did did not not integrated access integrated access to to 
modern modern energy energy services. services. Thus the cameroon Thus the cameroon group, group, led led by by the the 
government recommended the government recommended the establishment of a establishment of a multimulti--sectorsector, , 
multimulti--actors working actors working group to group to elaborate elaborate a National a National Energy Energy Action Action 
Plan (NEAP)Plan (NEAP)

DecemberDecember 2003: 2003: GovGov. In collaboration . In collaboration with with ESMAP, UNDP ESMAP, UNDP and and 
GVEP GVEP launched launched a a project titledproject titled »»support to support to the the promotion of promotion of 
multimulti--sector based partnership sector based partnership to to fight against povertfight against povert »». This . This 
project is the project is the GVEP GVEP implementation framework implementation framework in in cameroon with cameroon with 
the the main objective to main objective to elaborate elaborate National National Energy Energy Action PlanAction Plan

JanuaryJanuary 20042004: Project document : Project document was signed andwas signed and, , the the 
interministerial interministerial group group was establishedwas established, a , a coordinator designatedcoordinator designated
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CAMEROON: THE ROUTE TO THE 
NATIONAL ENERGY ACTION PLAN (2)

March March –– May 2004May 2004:  :  EnergyEnergy data collection in central services in data collection in central services in thethe
differentdifferent sectorssectors–– A team of 6 national consultants A team of 6 national consultants waswas usedused to to 
thatthat effecteffect –– A A preliminarypreliminary report on report on energyenergy uses uses waswas thenthen issuedissued

August August -- NovemberNovember 20042004: A full participative : A full participative approachapproach throughthrough 10 provincial 10 provincial 
wokshopswokshops on on «« energyenergy andand povertypoverty alleviationalleviation »» engaginengagin alltheallthe stakeholdersstakeholders: : 
local local authoritiesauthorities, provincial , provincial delegatesdelegates in in differentdifferent sectorssectors, NGO, , NGO, ciivilciivil
society, SMLE, etc.  society, SMLE, etc.  SSpecificpecific energyenergy data data sheetssheets werewere usedused to to 
capture capture energyenergy needsneeds in in thethe prioritypriority sectorssectors iforpovertyiforpoverty alleciation alleciation 

Guidelines for Guidelines for energyenergy uses data collection uses data collection includeinclude::
-- sector sector ((activityactivity) in ) in regradregrad to to energyenergy andand povertypoverty reductionreduction
-- differentdifferent actorsactors involvedinvolved
-- legallegal frameworkframework
-- existingexisting operationnaloperationnal structuresstructures
-- existingexisting enrgyenrgy sources, sources, desireddesired energyenergy sourcessources
-- numbernumber of structures of structures providedprovided andand not not providedprovided
-- energyenergy provision provision opportunitiesopportunities in in thethe regionregion
-- distance distance fromfrom existingexisting energyenergy source (network, source (network, petrolpetrol station, etc.)station, etc.)
-- targetedtargeted populationpopulation

::
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CAMEROON: THE ROUTE TO THE 
NATIONAL ENERGY ACTION PLAN (3)

DecemberDecember 2004: 2004: DraftDraft I of I of thethe national national energyenergy action plan action plan 
(NEAP)(NEAP) takingtaking intointo considerationconsideration thethe data data collectedcollected fromfrom central central 
services, services, thethe data data collectedcollected throughthrough thethe 10 provincial workshops, 10 provincial workshops, 
thethe revue of all revue of all thethe ongoingongoing projectsprojects in in thethe energyenergy sectorsector..

FebruaryFebruary 20052005:  :  DonorsDonors Meeting, YaoundMeeting, Yaoundéé Hilton for Hilton for thethe revue of revue of 
DraftDraft I NEAP  I NEAP  -- SeveralSeveral remarksremarks andand commentariescommentaries werewere mademade

OctoberOctober 20052005:  1) :  1) DraftDraft II of II of thethe NEAPNEAP
withwith thethe assistance of an international Consultant assistance of an international Consultant allocatedallocated by by 
ESMAP   2)ESMAP   2)LaunchingLaunching of a of a specialspecial programprogram on on TechnicalTechnical
Assistance to Assistance to energyenergy SME in SME in thethe frameworkframework of of thethe NEAP NEAP –– fundedfunded
by ESMAP (1 million $ US)by ESMAP (1 million $ US)

NovemberNovember 2005: 2005: 2 2 days days national workshop on national workshop on the the validation of validation of the the 
NEAP NEAP –– Then Then final Report of NEAPfinal Report of NEAP

December December 20052005: : Formal approval Formal approval by by the Governmentthe Government
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CAMEROON: Reducing Poverty – Achieving 
the MDG – The prevaling situation (1)

Cooking energies

3,314,433,448,920% 5th

1,31010,378,420% 4th

1,24,94,589,420% 3rd

0,73,11,794,520% 2nd

0,20,90,298,720% most poor

Others
%

Kerosene
%

LPG
%

Wood
%

Households 
per income

25% of families in Yaoundé (the capital city) use only Wood 
for cooking

36% in Doouala and about 98% in rural areas
Only 970.000 bottles of gas in circulation for about 3,2 

millions household
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CAMEROON: Reducing Poverty – Achieving 
the MDG – The prevaling situation (2)

Access in some key sectors

67316495Women 
enpowerment
centres

8385414499Social welfare

36282160442Water systems

329234311.354Health centres

356.6713.54910.220Education

Access 
rate
%

Not 
provided

ProvidedExisting
structures

Key sector
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ABSTRACT OF THE NATIONAL 
ENERGY ACTION PLAN (1)

1) 1) In addition to In addition to thethe PRSP, PRSP, thethe NEAP NEAP isis a a coherentcoherent
frameworkframework, a new , a new dynamismdynamism, a new , a new approachapproach aimingaiming to to 
place place accessaccess to basic to basic energyenergy services services atat thethe helmhelm of of thethe
economiceconomic andand social social development  development  of of CameroonCameroon..

2)2) InIntensive tensive involvementinvolvement of of thethe governmentgovernment in in thethe earlyearly stages stages 
waswas veryvery criticalcritical in in definingdefining thethe focusfocus in relation in relation withwith PRSP, PRSP, 
thenthen a a veryvery active support of UNDP active support of UNDP andand thethe WorldbankWorldbank (ESMAP)(ESMAP)

2)2) TheThe main objective main objective isis to to improveimprove thethe accessaccess to basic to basic 
energyenergy services to services to poorpoor people, about 40% of people, about 40% of thethe total total 
population of population of thethe country (16.4 millions in 2004)country (16.4 millions in 2004)
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ABSTRACT OF THE NATIONAL 
ENERGY ACTION PLAN (2)

New rural electrification programs based on achieved
results

6

Intensive household connections in the concession 
territory

5

Mini hydropower and biomass development for off grid
electricity access

4

Providing electricity to social and community
establishments (schools, health centers, social centers, 
etc.)

3

Rehabilitation – improvment and extension of public 
lighting

2

Domestic gas (LPG) – Subsidizing 1st 12,5 kg bottle for the
poor

1.b
Wood, biomass – subsidizing improved fire cooking tools1.a
Cooking energies1

Brief descriptionComponents
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ABSTRACT OF THE NATIONAL 
ENERGY ACTION PLAN (3)

National energy action plan managment and
coordination of the different actors

11

Studies and energy services planning tools10

Local capacity building in energy related services 
for central administration services, NGO, SME and
other stakeholders in poverty reduction

9

Technical Assistance and financial kick off  support 
to energy SME

8

Promotion of low energy consumption equipments
in the local market

7

Brief descriptionComponents



11

GVEP GVEP ActivitiesActivities in in 
CameroonCameroon

GVEP first Partner Assembly Meeting 
Brasilia, Brazil
October 18-21, 2005 By Justin NTSAMA 

GVEP National Coordinator

Republic of Cameroon
Peace – Work - FatherLand

National Energy
Action Plan (NEAP) 

Cameroon

EXPECTED RESULTS 
Period: 2006-2016

-1.198  general educational schools provided with electricity by 2009
--110 technical education schools provided with electricity by 2009
-- 923 health centers provided with electricity by 2009
-- 191 water supply systems in rural areas
--150.000 new electricity connections in the concession by 2016
-- 288.300 neaw rural electrification connections by 2016
-- 15 training workshops in energy and poverty related issues by 2008

-(Among others, for details, see gvep udpdate report on Cameroon))

-18.000 public lights in the 10 provincial capital cities (2007-2016)
-- 2.000 public lights in 50 secondary centers (2007-2016)
-- 2.936 public lights in 734 comunity centers (2007-2016)

258.000 LPG bottles (12,5 kg) over 10 years (2007-2016)

10.000 fire cooking tools subsidized over 10 years (2007-2016)
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COSTS OF THE NATIONAL ENERGY 
ACTION PLAN (1)

52.332.000.000Rehabilitation – improvment and
extension of public lighting

2

3.167.850.000Domestic gas (LPG) – Subsidizing 1st 
12,5 kg bottle for the poor

1.b

1.202.250.000Wood, biomass – subsidizing improved
fire cooking tools

1.a

Cooking energies1

Costs F CFA 
1 Euro  = 655 F 
FCFA

Brief descriptionComponents
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COSTS OF THE NATIONAL ENERGY 
ACTION PLAN (2)

1.085.400.000Technical Assistance and financial kick 
off  support to energy SME

8

1.181.250.000Promotion of low energy consumption
equipments in the local market

7

30.271.500.000New rural electrification programs based
on achieved results

6

15.750.000.000Intensive household connections in the
concession territory

5

2.761.500.000Mini hydropower and biomass
development for off grid electricity access

4

39.674.250.000Providing electricity to social and
community establishments (schools, 
health centers, social centers, etc.)

3
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COSTS OF THE NATIONAL ENERGY 
ACTION PLAN (3)

149.021.640.000
Or 227.513.954 

Euro

TOTAL costs CFA francs by 2016

395.640.000National energy action plan management and
coordination of the different actors

11

412.500.000Studies and energy services planning tools10

787.500.000Local capacity building in energy related services 
for central administration services, NGO, SME 
and other stakeholders in poverty reduction

9

Funding:  Work under progress – Expected sources:  national 
(public investsment budget, HIPC funds, international donors, SME, Rural 
electrification fund to be created, etc.)
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ExecutiveExecutive AgencyAgency: : Rural Rural ElectrificationElectrification AgencyAgency of of 
CameroonCameroon

SupervisionSupervision:  :  InterministerialInterministerial FollowFollow--Up Up committeecommittee comprisingcomprising
administration administration representativesrepresentatives, NGO, , NGO, andand partenersparteners

Provincial Provincial followfollow--up up committeescommittees atat thethe provincial provincial levellevel

1) 1) TheThe NEAP NEAP stems stems fromfrom thethe politicalpolitical willwill of of thethe camerooncameroon headhead of of 
stade, stade, hishis excellencyexcellency Paul BIYAPaul BIYA

2) 2) ItIt isis fashionedfashioned to support to support thethe PovertyPoverty ReductionReduction ReductionReduction
StrategyStrategy PaperPaper (PRSP)(PRSP) publishedpublished by by thethe GovernmentGovernment in in aprilapril 2003, 2003, 
revisedrevised in in junejune 20052005

3) 3) ItIt waswas elaboratedelaborated followingfollowing a a veryvery large participative large participative approachapproach
associatingassociating: administration, : administration, NGONGO’’ss, village organisations, , village organisations, 
businessmen, businessmen, developmentdevelopment partnerspartners

4) 4) TheThe NEAP NEAP isis technicallytechnically feasiblefeasible andand economicallyeconomically viableviable, , thusthus a a 
strongstrong support of international support of international partenersparteners veryvery muchmuch awaitedawaited
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WHATWHAT’’S NEXT?S NEXT?
End End OctoberOctober 20052005
DraftDraft II of II of thethe National National EnergyEnergy Action PlanAction Plan

NovemberNovember 20052005
2 2 daysdays national national WorshopWorshop in Yaoundin Yaoundéé to to 
validatevalidate thethe NEAP NEAP -- GVEP, ESMAP, UNDP GVEP, ESMAP, UNDP andand
otherother partnerspartners are are kindlykindly invitedinvited

DecemberDecember 20052005
FormalFormal approvalapproval of of thethe GovernmentGovernment andand
publication of publication of thethe NEAPNEAP

JanuaryJanuary 20062006
Official Kick off  of  Official Kick off  of  thethe NEAPNEAP
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NEAP ALREADY INTO NEAP ALREADY INTO 
EXECUTION?EXECUTION?

YES!YES!
JuneJune 2005, 2005, eveneven before completionbefore completion
IntegrationIntegration of NEAP in of NEAP in thethe PRSP (PRSP (revisedrevised) ) whichwhich waswas one one 
of of thethe keykey objectiveobjective

SeptemberSeptember 2005: 2005: startstart up of Component 8 up of Component 8 TechnicalTechnical assistance assistance 
and  financialand  financial support to support to energyenergy SMESME
This component This component isis justjust takingtaking off, off, thanksthanks to a 1 million $ to a 1 million $ 
ESMAP grant.  ESMAP grant.  ItIt comprises 5 comprises 5 activitiesactivities, , namelynamely: : 

Activity1Activity1: SettingSetting up of an pilot up of an pilot committeecommittee for supervision, for supervision, preparingpreparing projectproject
document, document, designationdesignation of a of a coordinatorcoordinator andand discussion discussion withwith ESMAP (ESMAP (donedone))
ActivityActivity 2:2: inventoryinventory of of energyenergy SME SME andand a diagnostic a diagnostic studystudy on on thethe sectorsector
ActivityActivity 3:3: (03) (03) RegionalRegional training workshops for training workshops for energy energy SME (SME (legallegal
frameworkframework, , technical  andtechnical  and financialfinancial aspects, fiscal aspects, fiscal incentivesincentives) ) –– DraftDraft action action 
planplan
ActivityActivity 4:4: National workshop on National workshop on energyenergy SME SME –– National action planNational action plan
ActivityActivity 5:5: ExecutionExecution –– pilot pilot projectsprojects
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CAMEROON: NEAP IMPACTS BY 2016

CookingCooking: : -- 10.000 new10.000 new firewood cooking tools firewood cooking tools 
-- LPGLPG:  258.000neaw  :  258.000neaw  bottles bottles (12,5 kG) (12,5 kG) introduced introduced in in the marketthe market

EducationEducation:  100% public structures (:  100% public structures (secondary levelsecondary level) ) provided provided 
with  electricitywith  electricity
40% public structures (40% public structures (primary levelprimary level))

Heath centresHeath centres:  100% :  100% integrated heath integrated heath centres centres provided with provided with 
electricityelectricity

Water systemsWater systems:  80% rural :  80% rural water systems water systems running running with electricitywith electricity

Women Empowerment Women Empowerment centrescentres:  100% WEC running :  100% WEC running with electricitywith electricity

Social Social welfare welfare centrescentres:  100% SWC running :  100% SWC running with electricitywith electricity

AMONG MANY OTHERS!AMONG MANY OTHERS!

Impacts in some key sectors



19

GVEP GVEP ActivitiesActivities in in 
CameroonCameroon

GVEP first Partner Assembly Meeting 
Brasilia, Brazil
October 18-21, 2005 By Justin NTSAMA 

GVEP National Coordinator

Republic of Cameroon
Peace – Work - FatherLand

National Energy
Action Plan (NEAP) 

Cameroon

ABOUT THE METHODOLOGYABOUT THE METHODOLOGY

BasedBased on GVEP on GVEP experienceexperience gainedgained on on thethe route of route of thethe NEAP, NEAP, thethe
country team country team isis confident confident thatthat otherother countries countries cancan adoptadopt thethe
outlineoutline processprocess belowbelow as a as a methodologymethodology

1) 1) GovernmentGovernment –– UNDPUNDP--ESMAPESMAP--GVEP consultations GVEP consultations leadingleading to to thethe
signingsigning of a of a projectproject document (document (thethe one of one of camerooncameroon cancan bebe
sharedshared))
2) 2) TheThe creationcreation of an interof an inter--ministerialministerial multimulti--actorsactors, , multimulti--sectorssectors
basedbased workingworking group for group for thethe supervisionsupervision
3) 3) FormalFormal DesignationDesignation of a national of a national gvepgvep coordinatorcoordinator
4) 4) EnergyEnergy data collection on data collection on thethe use of use of energyenergy services in services in thethe keykey
sectorssectors thethe fightfight againstagainst povertypoverty ((referingrefering to to thethe PRSP)PRSP)
5) 5) RegionalRegional worshopsworshops to to facilitatefacilitate thethe participation of participation of grassrootsgrassroots
actorsactors ((energyenergy data data sheetssheets cancan bebe providedprovided for help)for help)
6) 6) DraftDraft I on I on thethe NEAPNEAP
7) National workshop on 7) National workshop on thethe draftdraft NEAPNEAP
8) Final copy of NEAP 8) Final copy of NEAP andand formalformal approvalapproval by by thethe governmentgovernment



20

GVEP GVEP ActivitiesActivities in in 
CameroonCameroon

GVEP first Partner Assembly Meeting 
Brasilia, Brazil
October 18-21, 2005 By Justin NTSAMA 

GVEP National Coordinator

Republic of Cameroon
Peace – Work - FatherLand

National Energy
Action Plan (NEAP) 

Cameroon

LESSONS LEARNTLESSONS LEARNT

!!For For those those countries countries with with PRSP, PRSP, firstfirst have a have a very very close look close look at it at it 
and identify the key sectors and identify the key sectors in in poverty reduction and the different poverty reduction and the different 
stakeholdersstakeholders

!! BeBe sure of  sure of  strong political will and government commitmentstrong political will and government commitment
a a the early the early stagesstages

!! Identify Energy Identify Energy uses in uses in the key sectors the key sectors for for the fight against the fight against 
poverty through poverty through a a participate approach including participate approach including all all the the 
stakeholders concerned stakeholders concerned –– Go to Go to grassroots actorsgrassroots actors

!! Create Create a positive dialogue a positive dialogue between the energy sector where you between the energy sector where you 
have have the the expertise expertise and the other sectors using energy and the other sectors using energy ((HealthHealth, , 
educationeducation, agriculture, social , agriculture, social welfarewelfare, , women empowermentwomen empowerment, etc.), etc.)
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Cameroon MANY THANKS MANY THANKS 
FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTIONFOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION

FromFrom
Justin NTSAMAJustin NTSAMA

GVEP GVEP CoordinatorCoordinator –– CameroonCameroon
ntsamantsama__justinjustin@@yahooyahoo..frfr

The Cameroon team kindly invite you
to attend the 2 days national worshop (Nov. 2005)

for intensive work on the Final Report 
of the National Energy Action Plan


