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energy solu ons and expand renewables markets in the world’s poorest
countries. It aims to pilot and demonstrate the economic, social, and
environmental viability of low carbon development pathways.
In Liberia, the SREP financing will enable the RREA to build a series of
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Mr. Goanue said the RREA is currently working with the government to
iden fy projects where the new mini‐hydro plants will be located.
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“This is our flagship project—a
real milestone. It demonstrates
our emphasis on extending the
benefits of electrification beyond the capital and therefore
distributing the benefits of development more evenly. ”
“It was ‘learning by
doing.’ Instead of
sending people on
courses, we created a system in
which new RREA
staff members were
involved in every
step of a project’s
implementation
process.”
Jenny Hasselsten
Energy Specialist
World Bank Africa Region

Augustus Goanue
General Director
Rural and Renewable Energy Agency

tricity. A country that had struggled to extend electricity to its people in the best of
mes now faced the challenge of star ng over from scratch.

rehabilita on of the long‐abandoned hydro plant in

technology and development, strategic management,

Yandahoun would be an ideal pilot project opportunity

developing annual plans, and conduc ng GIS‐based

for the RREA.

spa al mapping and analysis techniques, and was

It was in this context that the World Bank ini ated a program to establish the RREA.

involved in every stage of the Yandahoun reconstruc‐

The ini al ESMAP support—through the World Bank’s Africa Renewable Energy and
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Access Program (AFREA)—went toward developing legisla on, recrui ng and training
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The focus then shi ed toward building the RREA’s capacity to develop and implement
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ment buildings, the ransacking of oﬃcial records, and the exodus of qualified person‐

on process.

As well as serving as a stand‐alone agency dedicated to
bringing electricity to rural areas, Ms. Hasselsten said

nel that took place during the 14‐year conflict had le li le ins tu onal capacity with

In addi on, interviews carried out with dozens of

the RREA now also func ons as a mechanism through

which to undertake Liberia’s formidable reconstruc on process.
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funding for future rural electrifica on programs.

Ms. Jenny Hasselsten, an Energy Specialist with the World Bank, said the capacity

capability of area residents to pay for generated elec‐

building process involved intense on‐the‐job training.

tricity.

The most recent evidence of this came in early Novem‐
ber, when the RREA was allocated US$ 50 million from
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