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Energy Cities: 
the European association  of local 

authorities in energy transition  



Energy efficiency:  
a local issue 



4 roles of local authorities 
in the energy field 

1. The municipality as energy consumer/buyer 

2. The municipality as energy producer/distributor 

3. The municipality as planner/investor 

4. The municipality as a motivator/catalyser  

A typology initially proposed by Energy Cities 
 widely used for more than 20 years 



 Buildings, lighting, facilities, vehicles fleet 

 Existing buildings -30% to -50%,new -50 to 80% 

 From auditing to monitoring and financing 

 Benchmarking, displaying 

 Public procurement 

1. Energy consumer/buyer 

Saving energy = Saving money 

Municipality as a model 



Besançon (FR) saves 50% energy in its 
buildings stock (400) 



Display Campaign in Brasov (RO) 



Dobrich (BG) – 40% energy saving 



 Planning / co-ordination / optimisation of networks 
(heating and cooling, gas, electricity, water, sewage, 
ICT, etc.) 

 Cogeneration (various scale), heat recovery 

 Local renewable resources  

 Smart grids and demand side management 

 Connection with dispersed production 

2. Energy producer and 
distributor 

Local energy + less energy consumed = Local development 



Geneva (CH) uses its lake to  

cool and heat the city 



Heerlen (NL) uses the heat of its 

old coal mines to heating the city 



 Land use planning 

Mixity of activities 

 Infrastructures 

 Construction, retrofitting 

Moving and transport  

Overview on energy and emissions 

 

3. Planner and investor 

Energy integrated in choices of  land use and urban 
planning to reduce consumption 



Heidelberg:  
the Stadtbahn ‘’passive’’ district 

 115 ha 
  2500 Flats 

  7000 Working Places 
  Passive standard (15 kWh/m2/y) 

 District heating 
 Renewables 

  



Brno-Nový Lískovec (CR)  
retrofits with high energy standards (50kWh) 



 Information, awareness raising, education 

 Promotion of energy efficient pioneers 

 Incentives, local campaigns 

New governance with leading players (citizens, 
associations, SMEs, etc.) 

 

4. Motivator and catalyst  

Towards energy citizenship 



The ‘’ENGAGE’’ Campaign 
in many cities 



Co-creation of local energy 
policies 





A voluntary commitment of local  

authorities to energy and climate EU objectives 



From local authorities to 
EU institutions… 



An unusual message 



 5 740 SIGNATORIES 

 51 COUNTRIES 

 31  CAPITALS 

 187 million citizens  

 221 regions, provinces, networks & associated partners 

 3 600 Sustainable Energy Action Plans submitted   

A voluntary commitment by cities 

The Covenant of Mayors 
in figures 



‘’Member States should accelerate the 
implementation of the Sustainable Energy Action 
Plans submitted by municipalities participating to 
the Covenant of Mayors’’ 



‘’Irrespective of the European country concerned, join the 
Covenant of Mayors (as signatories for towns and as local 
co-ordinators for regions and provinces), which is nowadays 
the reference movement for local and regional authorities’’ 





An experience that can help 

 positive ouputs of multilateral negotiations 

What if, in the future Paris agreement, we were able to read something such as: 
• ‘’National governments give mandate to local governments to commit themselves , on a 

voluntary basis,  to reach common objectives (e.g. 2 tons CO2/per capita by 2050), 
• ‘’ Voluntary local governments prepare / update a Sustainable Energy Action Plan for 

the ten upcoming years, then report on results, 
• ‘’ ’National governments commit to validate Action Plans of  local governments and 

provide any form of support to accelerate their  implementation, then report on their 
action to the UN. 



‘’(…) Identify opportunities and obstacles, 
and understand how to build bridges 

between national policy-making and local 
implementation to accelerate and scale-up 

energy efficiency at the municipal level (…)’’ 

A reflection as a conclusion… 

Extract of the Conference background paper of the Conference (‘’Objectives’’) 



National 

Municipal 

Top down vs Bottom up 

Policy Making? 

Implementation? 

? 



National 

Municipal 

Top down vs Bottom up 

National 

Municipal 

Why not this ? 
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Municipal 

Top down vs Bottom up 

National 

Municipal 

Or this ? 
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Top down vs Bottom up 

Or this ? 



Inspiration for  
Law to 

National 

Municipal = 
Invention / 
experiment 

Top down vs Bottom up 

National = legal 
framework 

Municipal =  
Implementation 
at a large scale 



Local 

Multilevel/actor governance 
No level is able to tackle challenges by itself 
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